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INTRODUCTION
When considering real estate investments, entrepreneurs often
weigh the benefits of buying improved versus unimproved land.
Improved land comes with existing infrastructure such as utilities,
roads, and buildings, allowing for immediate use and development,
which can streamline business operations and enhance property
value. Conversely, unimproved land, or raw land, lacks these
facilities but offers a blank slate for creative development, often at
a lower initial cost. This flexibility can be particularly appealing for
long-term strategic planning and sustainable projects. Both types of
land present unique opportunities and challenges, making the choice
dependent on the specific goals, budget, and vision of the
entrepreneur.
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BUYING LAND
Why Buy Land?

Entrepreneurs purchase land for various strategic reasons, each aligned with
their business goals and growth plans. Here are five top reasons:

1. Business Expansion: Owning land allows entrepreneurs to expand their
operations, whether it's building new facilities, increasing production capacity,
or establishing new offices. This can lead to greater operational control and
scalability.

2. Investment Potential: Land is often seen as a stable and appreciating asset.
Entrepreneurs may buy land as a long-term investment, anticipating that its
value will increase over time, providing substantial returns when sold or
leased.

3. Development Opportunities: Entrepreneurs may purchase land for
development purposes, such as constructing commercial properties, residential
projects, or industrial complexes. This can generate significant income through
sales or rental yields.

4. Strategic Location: Acquiring land in a strategic location can provide
competitive advantages, such as proximity to key markets, suppliers, or
transportation hubs. This can enhance logistics, reduce costs, and improve
service delivery.

5. Agricultural or Resource Utilization: For those in agriculture or resource-
based industries, owning land is essential for growing crops, raising livestock, or
extracting natural resources. This ensures a steady supply chain and direct
control over production processes.
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FINANCIAL
PreparationPreparation

Land Financing Options

Entrepreneurs looking to finance a land purchase have several options
to consider, each with distinct advantages and potential drawbacks.

Traditional bank loans are a common choice, offering structured
repayment plans and relatively low-interest rates for those with
good credit. 
Seller financing, where the land seller provides a loan to the buyer,
can offer more flexible terms and easier qualification criteria.
Government programs, such as those offered by the USDA, provide
loans specifically for rural land purchases and can be beneficial for
those looking to develop agricultural businesses. 
Crowdfunding has also emerged as a viable option, allowing
entrepreneurs to raise capital through online platforms by pitching
their projects to a wide audience. 
Additionally, private investors or venture capitalists might be
interested in funding land purchases if they see potential for high
returns. 
Lastly, lease-to-own agreements enable entrepreneurs to lease the
land with an option to purchase it later, providing a pathway to
ownership without an immediate large financial outlay.



.

Defining Your Needs and Wants

Real Estate Agents

Using a real estate agent when buying land is important for several key reasons.
Firstly, real estate agents bring expertise and experience to the table, offering
valuable insights into market trends, property values, and the details of land
transactions. They can provide access to a broader range of listings, including off-
market properties that may not be easily found by individual buyers. Secondly,
real estate agents possess strong negotiation skills, which can be crucial in
securing a favorable purchase price and terms. They also handle the complex
paperwork and legal aspects of the transaction, ensuring that all documents are
correctly prepared and filed, thereby reducing the risk of errors or legal issues.
Additionally, agents can guide buyers through zoning regulations, land use
restrictions, and environmental assessments, helping to identify potential red
flags. Their local knowledge and network of contacts, including surveyors,
inspectors, and lenders, can streamline the buying process and provide support at
every step. Ultimately, using a real estate agent can save time, reduce stress, and
enhance the likelihood of a successful and informed land purchase.
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THE RIGHT LAND
FindingFinding

Finding the right land to purchase requires careful consideration of several key
factors to ensure it aligns with the entrepreneur's goals and business plan. First,
location is paramount; proximity to markets, transportation networks, and essential
services can significantly impact operational efficiency and costs. Zoning regulations
and land use restrictions must be thoroughly reviewed to ensure the intended
business activities are permissible. Soil quality, topography, and water availability
are crucial for agricultural or industrial purposes, impacting productivity and
sustainability. Engaging with local real estate experts, conducting site visits, and
leveraging GIS (Geographic Information Systems) tools can further aid in making an
informed decision.
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 LAND INSPECTIONS
and Appraisalsand Appraisals

The Importance of Inspections

Conducting an environmental assessment helps identify potential
issues such as contamination or flooding risks. Evaluating the local
economic climate, including growth trends and community support,
can also influence long-term success. Entrepreneurs should consider
future expansion possibilities and infrastructure development to
accommodate business growth. 

Appraisals and Property Valuation

 Appraising and conducting a property valuation when buying land is crucial for
several reasons. Firstly, it ensures that the buyer is paying a fair market price,
preventing overpayment and protecting the investment's value. An accurate
appraisal provides a clear understanding of the land's worth based on factors
such as location, size, zoning, and market trends. Secondly, lenders typically
require a property valuation to assess the risk before approving financing,
making it essential for securing loans. Additionally, appraisals can reveal any
underlying issues, such as legal disputes, easements, or environmental
concerns, that could affect the land's usability and future value. For
entrepreneurs, this information is vital for strategic planning, budgeting, and
negotiating purchase terms. Moreover, understanding the land's value aids in
forecasting potential return on investment, crucial for making informed business
decisions. Ultimately, appraising the property provides a comprehensive picture
of the land's worth and potential, ensuring a sound and strategic investment.
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IMPROVED LAND
Benefits of Buying Improved Land

Entrepreneurs may choose to buy improved land for several compelling
reasons. Here are five top reasons:

1. Immediate Usability: Improved land typically comes with existing
infrastructure such as utilities, roads, and buildings, allowing entrepreneurs to
start their operations immediately without the need for extensive development.
This can save time and reduce initial setup costs.

2. Reduced Development Costs: Purchasing improved land often means that
much of the foundational work, such as site preparation, zoning compliance,
and utility hookups, is already completed. This can significantly reduce the costs
and complexities associated with developing raw land.

3. Established Value: Improved land generally has a more established market
value, making it easier for entrepreneurs to secure financing from lenders who
may view the investment as less risky compared to unimproved land.

4. Revenue Generation: Improved land with existing structures can provide
immediate rental income or operational facilities, generating revenue from day
one. This is particularly beneficial for entrepreneurs looking to quickly capitalize
on their investment.

5. Location Advantages: Improved land is often situated in more desirable or
strategic locations, such as urban centers or established commercial zones,
providing better access to customers, suppliers, and essential services. 
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UNIMPROVED LAND
Benefits of Buying Unimproved Land

Entrepreneurs often choose to buy unimproved land for several strategic
reasons. Here are five top reasons:

1. Cost-Effectiveness: Unimproved land is typically less expensive than
developed land. Entrepreneurs can acquire larger parcels of land at a lower
cost, which can be advantageous for future development or investment
purposes.

2. Customization and Flexibility: Unimproved land offers a blank slate, allowing
entrepreneurs to design and develop the property according to their specific
needs and vision. This flexibility can be crucial for businesses with unique
requirements or innovative plans.

3. Investment Potential: The value of unimproved land can appreciate
significantly over time, especially if the surrounding area undergoes
development. Entrepreneurs can capitalize on this potential appreciation, either
by selling the land at a higher price in the future or developing it to increase its
value.

4. Resource Utilization: For agricultural entrepreneurs or those in natural
resource industries, unimproved land can be ideal for farming, forestry, mining,
or other resource-based activities. It allows for the direct use of natural
resources without the constraints of pre-existing structures or developments.

5. Environmental and Sustainability Goals: Some entrepreneurs seek unimproved land
to develop eco-friendly or sustainable projects. This can include creating green spaces,
renewable energy installations, or conservation-focused businesses that align with
environmental values and practices.



Page 08 of 08

READY TO BUY?
Contact Precious Waters

I am Precious Waters, a dedicated real estate professional licensed
in Alabama, Georgia and Texas with over 19 years of experience in
partnering with professionals to build wealth through estate. I
specialize in guiding entrepreneurs through the unique challenges of
buying a home and/or land.  I understand the Entrepreneurial
journey and offer tailored advice and support to help you navigate
the real estate market.  

Let’s get started today!

Entrepreneurs, ready to buy land for
your next big project? I specialize in
finding the best lcoations for our
personal and business needs.
Contact me for expert advice and
top listings!



THANK
YouYou

770-912-9705

www.idealhomebuying.com

Based in Atlanta, Georgia

preciouswaters@ymail.com

Buying land requires careful planning and preparation, but with
the right approach, you can navigate the process successfully.

Thank you for taking the time to read our Buying Land Handbook.


